
NOTES ON 

INFANTRY ATTACKS 
AND RAIDS 



AS ORGANIZED IN THE 
PRESENT WAR 



EDITED AT THE 



ARMY WAR COLLEGE 
WASHINGTON, D. C 



WASHINGTON 

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
1917 






THE GENERAL SERVICE SCHOOLS 



eeujuHj 



Class Number. 



JTMENT. 

So. 629. 
utant General, 



Accession Number. 




WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Washington, July 16, 1917. 

The following notes on Infantry Attacks and Raids as Organ- 
ized in the Present War are published for the information of 
all concerned. No maps of the date of the attacks are available 
for publication, but a section of a map of an earlier date, cover- 
ing the area of the first attack published herewith, is included. 
Places referred to in first attack herewith can be located on the 
accompanying map. 

[062.13 A. G. O.] 

By ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR I 

TASKER H. BLISS, 

Major General, Acting Chief of Staff. 

Official: 

H. P. McCAIN, 

The Adjutant General. 



WAR DEPARTMENT, 

The Adjutant General’s Office, 

Washington, June 19, 1917. 

To all officers of the Army: 

You are advised that this and all subsequent documents of a 
similar character which may be furnished to you from this office 
are to be regarded as strictly confidential. They are to be kept 
at all times in your personal possession and are not to be copied, 
nor are any parts of their contents to be communicated, either 
directly or indirectly, to the press, nor to any persons not in the 
military or naval service of the United States. In Europe, these 
documents are not to be carried into the front-line trenches, nor 
farther to the front than the usual post of the officers to whom 
issued. 

Strict compliance with this injunction is enjoined upon every 
officer into whose hands any of these confidential documents may 
come. 

By order of the Secretary of Wari 

H. P. McCAIN, 

The Adjutant General, 
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ABBREVIATIONS. 



O. P Observation post. 

O. R .—.Other ranks. 

F. O. O— : Forward observing officer. 

G. O. C General officer commanding. 

T. M_ - Trench mortar. 

i-c In command. 

= C. T ..Communicating trench. 

O. C. Officer commanding. 




NOTES ON INFANTRY ATTACKS AND RAIDS AS ORGANIZED 
IN THE PRESENT WAR. 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE OFFENSIVE NO. - — . 

! 

INTERCOMMUNICATIONS. 

In order to secure the greatest cooperation between signal 
sections and between intelligence sections of battalions brigade 
artillery F. O. O.’s, machine-gun companies, the following scheme 
will be brought into force on zero day : 

1. (a) The brigade O. P. will be established approximately at 

A.lO.c.2.3. (6) Battalion O. P.’s will be established at: Right 

battalion, fork redoubt, A.15.b.2.6; center battalion, rocade, 
A.16.a.l.7 ; left battalion, support line, A.16.a.ll.9. 

The battalion O. P.’s should be manned at once so that the 
observers become thoroughly conversant with their battalion 
frontages and flanks through to the final (red) objective. 

2. On zero day each of these stations will be manned by 2 
observers, 2 signalers, 2 runners, 1 telephone, signal flags, 1 
lamp. 

These O. P.’s will watch the progress of the advance and keep 
the brigade report center in touch with the situation by means 
of telephone or runner. 

3. Forward of these stations communication for a time must 
be maintained by visual signaling (including Very lights) car- 
rier pigeons, runners, and aeroplane contact work. 

The principle on which battalions must work is to have a 
central report station established on conquered territory as soon 
as possible. 

It must be the duty of the intelligence officer or scout officer 
to collect and communicate all messages received from his 
observers and company officers to the O. C. and in addition to 
transmit the information to flanking units and brigade accord- 
ing to their urgency and the means of communication available. 

4. The battalion intelligence officer, with 8 scouts, 6 signalers, 
and 4 runners carrying signal fans and ground sheets, carrier 
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pigeons, and 2 signal lamps, will follow in rear of the last wave 
of the attack and make for a point previously selected in the 
enemy’s territory. 

If a dugout or shelter can be found near this point, he should 
send those of Ms men, whom he does not require immediately, 
into it. 

5. It is suggested that battalion forward report centers should 
be established at: Right battalion, point A.17.a.2.9, junction of 
Grabnitz Weg and Arras-Lille Road; center battalion, at any 
convenient point on the west side of the Arras-Lille Road ap- 
proximately midway between the right and left battalions ; left 
battalion, point A.ll.c.5.8, junction of communication trench and 
Arras-Lille Road. 

These forward report centers will plant the following flags: 
Right battalion, red ; center battalion, black ; left battalion, 
green. 

At night, if they want to call up their back O. P.’s, they will 
fire the following colored Very lights : Right battalion, red ; cen- 
ter battalion, (?) ; left battalion, green. 

6. The first thing to be done on arrival at forward report cen- 
ters is to call up the brigade O. P. by visual and report progress 
to this point, using BAB code. 

The second is to post observers in shell holes, from which they 
can watch the progress of operations and enemy’s movements. 

7. The machine-gun company will establish their forward re- 
port center near the center battalion on the Lille-Arras Road, 
from which place they will open up visual with the brigade report 
center, and at once establish intercommunication with their guns. 

8. Beyond this it is impossible to lay down in detail what 
should be done ; but, once this point is reached, the main diffi- 
culty of keeping communication across what was “no man’s 
land,” is very largely overcome and the intelligence officer is in 
the position of having trained men to obtain information and 
the best means possible in the circumstances of sending it back. 
The rest must depend upon himself. As soon as possible the 
telephone communication should be opened up to this report 
center. 

9. The barrage put up by the enemy will interrupt visual 
communication at intervals and urgent messages will have to be 
sent through a barrage. This should be done, as far as possible, 
by ground-sheet signaling to contact patrol aeroplane, and by 
pigeon service. These must, of course, in cases of extreme 
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urgency be supplemented by sending runners back in pairs with 
duplicate messages, but as one of the chief advantages of this 
system is to avoid casualties which must be caused by using 
runners for communication through a barrage, care should be 
taken to use the other means of communication for all but the 
most urgent messages. 

10. Lateral communication is of extreme importance also, and 
every effort should be made during the advance to maintain it. 

The names of officers for liaison duties will be submitted as 
under— 

battalion: One officer for left battalion, brigade; 

one officer for — — battalion. 

battalion: One officer for battalion; one officer for 

battalion. 

— — battalion: One officer for battalion; one officer for 

right battalion, brigade. 7 

These officers will be. surplus to the 21 officers per battalion 
who take part in the action. 



Major, 

Brigade Major, 

Infantry Brigade. 

Issued to : 

— — • battalion. 

battalion. 

battalion. 

battalion. 

3d M. G. Oo. 

1 3d T. M. Bty. 

G. O.O. 

Staff captain “ I.” 

Penciled Note. — This memorandum is worked out at a con- 
ference of the officers to take part. The adjutant with this 
data, prepares operation orders. 



MEMORANDA BY LIEUT. COL. > COMMANDING 

BATTALION, . 

Subject: Contingencies to be provided for in connection with 
the occupation of a mine crater. 

Consolidation .— Near lip of crater to be consolidated with the 
greatest possible speed. 
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Officers in charge. — Officer I-C, Maj. ; right party; Lieut. 

; center party, Lieut. ; left party, Lieut. Reserve 

parties : Right, Lieut. ; center, Lieut. ; left, Lieut.— — . 

Medical. — One stretcher bearer with each party ; one stretcher 
with two carriers as close as possible to each of the right, center, 
and left parties ; regimental aid post to remain in present location. 

Communications. — A sufficient supply of S. O. S. rockets and 
Very lights; telephone lines to all company headquarters, Maj. 
— — advanced headquarters, Stokes gun, medium trench mortars, 
artillery, brigade headquarters, battalions on each flank; two 
runners to each of right, center and left parties to remain as 

close as possible ; four runners to remain with Maj. : ; 

Lieut. to act as adjutant to Maj. ; all runners to wear 

distinguishing marks and to have absolute right of way over all 
traffic. 

Trench artillery cooperation. — Six Stokes guns, four medium 
trench mortars,, one heavy trench mortar, seven rifle grenade 
stands ; rifle grenades to be used principally on flanks. 

Artillery. — Two batteries (12) guns, 18 pounders; one battery 
(4) guns, 4.5; artillery to engage enemy batteries and minen- 
werfer; F. O. O. to be in a suitable position, probably Ersatz 
crater, with telephone and runners. 

Brigade machine guns. — To maintain a heavy barrage behind 
enemy lines and to each flank, combined with general searching 
of the enemy’s territory ; to open fire when the mine is blown and 
NOT BEFORE. 

Rum and water — Emergency rations — Ordinary rations. — A 
reserve issue of one issue per man to be held at battalion head- 
quarters. Filled water bottles to be carried by all ranks. 
Emergency rations and 24 hours’ rations to be carried by all 
ranks. 

Zero hour. — Hour suggested for blow-up is 4.30 p. m. Monday 
next. 

Distinguishing marks. — All runners to wear readily recog- 
nizable distinguishing marks and every member of the battalion 
and the support battalion must be made acquainted with same 
and give right of way to runners in order that urgent messages 
may not be delayed. 

Men’s wet) valises. — No web equipment packs are to be taken 
into the trenches the next tour. Light marching order, over- 
coat, leather jerkin, blanket worn in banderole fashion. 

Aeroplane observation. — None whatever on day of operation. 
Early on following morning a reconnaissance to be made over 
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crater and enemy back country. Battalion to be properly sup- 
plied with ground flares, etc., to assist aeroplane if necessary.' 

Dumps and material . — Position of dumps: No. 1, Hartung; 
No. 2, Gobron ; No. 3, Tanchot. 

Position of wire dumps : No. 4, just below No. 1 ; No. 5 just 
below No. 3. 

Nos. 1, 2, and 3 dumps will each contain 25 shovels, 500 sand- 
bags, 10 coils French wire, 2 boxes S. A. A., 10 boxes Mills gre- 
nades, 9 screw stakes, 13 short stakes, 10 coils barbed wire, 6 
picks, revetting material and timber, green canvas (to place 10 
feet to left of each proposed C. T.), white tape (very broad) to 
define positions of dumps from present front line and probably 
define routes to crater, 1 French dugout, bath mats, wire cutters, 
wireworkers’ gloves, rockets and flares, 6 gallons fresh water. 

Nos. 4 and 5 dumps will each contain 8 coils French wire, 14 
large screw stakes, 28 short stakes, 10 coils barbed wire. 

Equipment . — Each man in the battalion will wear one ban- 
dolier (50 rounds) and have in his web equipment 120 rounds; 
total, 170 rounds. Four Mills grenades will be taken into the 
trenches by each N. C. O. and man the next tour. 

Parties . — The following working, consolidating, storming, etc., 
parties are to be detailed at once : Right storming party, Lieut. 

, 3 sappers, 1 N. C. O., 8 men ; center storming party, Lieut. 

, 3 sappers, 1 N. C. O., 10 men ; left storming party, Lieut. 

, 3 sappers, 1 N. C. O., 8 men. 

The right and left storming parties to also have one Lewis gun 
each with them, acting under orders of battalion Lewis gun 
officer, as far as choosing of numbers and personnel is concerned. 
Each of the three parties is to contain two experienced bombers 
included in above numbers, who will carry no rifles but carry 
25 bombs each. Every O. R. outside of bombers and stretcher 
bearers will carry 1 shovel, 12 sandbags, 6 bombs ; one battalion 
stretcher bearer to be sent out with each party. 

A reserve party of the same strength will be in a near-by place 
for each of the above parties, governed by the same equipment 
conditions and commanded as below mentioned: Right reserve 

storming party, Lieut. ; center reserve storming party, 

Lieut. ; left reserve storming party, Lieut. . 

The two following wiring parties will be detailed: Right-flank 
wiring party, one N. C. O., six men ; left-flank wiring party, one 
N. C. O., six men. 

3567°— 17 2 
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Each of these parties will have reinforcements of three men 
close at hand, one of the three a senior soldier. These wiring 
parties will connect the crater to front line by as much wire as 
possible. 

The following “ digging ” parties : Right, center, and left com- 
munication trenches to be dug straight to crater from our pres- 
ent front line. Each : 1 sapper, 1 N. C. O., 10 men. 

Officer in charge of above three parties, Lieut. — — . 

The following carrying parties : Three parties of one N. C. O. 
and two men each. 

Supporting troops .— One company of brigade support battalion 
to move forward from present position and take up a position 
in Souchez Alley. One company of brigade support battalion 
to take up a position in Glencourse Road. 

Reserve troops . — The brigade reserve battalion will not take 
any action unless called upon for assistance of some nature. 



Secret. Copy No. 

SPECIAL OPERATION ORDER NO 

Battalion, — — , 

In the Field, 

March 26, 1917. 

A raiding party of the battalion will enter the German 

trenches at the zero hour on the night of March 27-28. 

Point of entry. — A.lO.c.97.22. 

Flanks. — Southern flank, A.10.d.00.16 ; northern flank, 
A.lO.c.99.27. . 

Headquarters. — Advanced headquarters dugout at A.10,c.57.21, 
connecting by wire with battalion headquarters. 

Artillery. — 4.5 howitzers will fire on the following points: 
(A) A.10.d.22.52, (B) A.10.d.39.21, (C) A.10.d.23.05, (D) 

A.16.b.l0.98, (E) A.16.b.26.92. 

Barrage fire. — 18-pounders: (A) From zero — 7 mins, to zero 
— 4, front line; (B) from zero — 4 mins, to zero — 2, near sup- 
ports; (C) from zero — 2 mins, to zero 00, front line; (D) from 
zero 00 mins, to zero ( ?) , standing barrage as in blue. 

Front-line barrage. — From A.IO.d.OO.OO to A.lO.c.94.41. 

A; ear supports. — From A.10.d.07.00 to A.10.d.00.50. 

Standing barrage — supports. — From A.16.b.20.98 to A,10.d,- 
18.48. 
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Trench mortars, medium. — From — 7 mins, to .00 on the fol- 
lowing points : (A) A.10.d.08.13 ; (B) B.lO.c.98.27 to A.10.d.00.37, 
front line. Stokes: Form blocks at A.10.d.00.00, A.10.e.96.40, 
and A.10.d.05.38. 

Brigade machine guns. — From the northern and southern sides 
of box barrage. 

corps heavy artillery will fire on selected positions to be 

notified later. 

Strength of attacking force. — Two officers, 8 N. O. O.’s, 47 
O. R., and 4 stretcher bearers, divided into three parties, as 
follows : A, commanded by Lieut. , consisting of 1 officer, 

3 N. C. O.’s, and 22 men ; B, commanded by Lieut. , consist- 

ing of 1 officer, 4 N. C. O.’s, and 13 men ; C, commanded by 1 
N. O. O., consisting of 6 O. R. and 1 Lewis gun. 

Disposition of parties. — Party A will be divided into two par- 
ties and will be called B and C. These parties will be subdivided 
into six sections, as under— 

Party B : No. 1 section, 1 N. O. O. and 4 O. R. ; No. 2 section, 
1 N. 0. O. and 4 O. R. ; No. 3 section, 3 O. R. 

Party C : No. 4 section, 1 N. C. O. and 4 O. R. ; No. 5 section, 

4 O. R. ; No. 6 section, 3 O. R. 

Party D will be subdivided into three sections, as under — 

Party D : No. 7 section, 1 N. C. O. and 4 O. R. ; No. 8 section, 
1 N. O. O. and 4 O. R. ; No. 9 section, 1 N. C. O. and 3 O. R. 

Moppers up, 1.N, C. O. and 2 O. R. 

Party E : One Lewis gun, 1 N. C. O., and 3 Lewis gunners and 
3 O. R. 

Juynping-off trench. — Old French trench from A.lO.c.84.12 to 
A.lO.c.87.32. 

Assembly trench. — Front line from Froger Sap to Claudot Sap. 

Positions of parties in jumping-off trench to be from south to 
north in numerical sequence. 

DUTIES AND OBJECTIVES OF PASTIES. 

Party B. — No. 1 section enters trench at A.lO.c.97.22 and works 
along top of parapet about 15 yards in advance of No. 2 section 
until resistance is met with that can not be overcome; then it 
will fall back until abreast of No. 2 section; both will then ad- 
vance. This party will halt at A.lO.d.OO.18 and will take up 
position on Hun parapet, covering No. 2 section, which forms a 
temporary block at this point. 

No. 2 section enters trench directly behind No. 1 and works 
along inside trench, keeping a sharp lookout for dugouts, and 
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works in conjunction with No. 1 section clearing the trench. 
This party is responsible for blocking the trench at A.10.d.00.16. 
Three men will carry shovels for the purpose, slung. 

No. 3 section enters trench directly behind No. 2 party and 
carries mobile charges for destroying dugouts. One man of this 
section carries a sandbag for papers. 

Party C. — No. 4 section follows No. 3 section to^enemy parapet 
at A.lO.c.97.22 and runs along the parapet northward until seri- 
ous resistance is met with; then it falls back on No. 5 section 
and both will advance. No. 4 section should be 15 yards in front 
of No. 5 and should regulate the advance by No. 5’s progress. 
No. 4 will halt at A.lO.c.98.26, take up position on parapet and 
cover No. 5 section, which will make a temporary block at this 
point. 

No. ' 5 section enters trench directly behind No. 4 and w r orks 
along inside trench, keeping a sharp lookout for dugouts and 
works in conjunction with No. 4 section in clearing the trench. 
This party is responsible for blocking the trench at A.lO.c.98.26. 

No. 6 section enters trench directly behind No. 5 section and 
carries mobile charges for destroying dugouts. One man of this 
section carries a sandbag for papers, etc. 

Party D. — No. 7 section enters trench directly behind No. 6 
section and works along top of parapet around the loop until re- 
sistance is met with; it falls back then on No. 8; then both sec-* 
tions advance. No. 7 must keep about 15 yards in front of No. 
8 and regulate its pace accordingly. 

No. 8 section enters trench directly behind No. 7 and works 
along inside trench add assists No. 7 in clearing trench, keeping 
a sharp lookout for dugouts. 

No. 9 section enters trench directly behind No. 8 and carries 
mobile charges for dugouts, also guncotton slabs for destroying 
machine-gun chains. One man of this party carries a sandbag 
for papers, etc. Two moppers up follow this section inside 
trench. 

Party E takes up position at No. 5 crater, Claudot group, and 
covers the retirement of party D ; also forms a flanking party 
and will engage enemy machine gun at A.lO.c.99.28 should it be 
active. This party will not withdraw until the last of D party is 
in. Exact location will be reconnoitered and selected to-night. 

Scouts will make a preliminary reconnaissance between 12.30 
a. m. and 2.30 a. m. on March 28 for final examination of enemy’s 
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wire. Three scouts will guide the party to point of entry, laying 
tapes as they advance. They will remain at the spot to assist 
back wounded prisoners. If the scouts are not used for any of 
the above purposes they will remain to guide B and C parties 
out. Three scouts will move at zero to northern gap in enemy’s 
wire, laying tapes, and will wait for D party and guide it back. 
Tapes to be brought in. 

Stretcher bearers . — Two stretcher bearers with a stretcher 
will accompany party to point of entry and will remain there 
with the scouts. They will only convey the seriously wounded 
back. Two stretcher bearers with a stretcher will accompany 
the three scouts to the northern gap in the enemy wire and will 
wait for party D to come out. 

Assembly . — All parties will be in position in jumping-ofli 
trench at zero — 30 minutes. 

Zero hour .— 3 a. m. 

Length of stay . — 20 minutes. 

Signal for withdrawal * — By time, three rockets from our 
front line and two red ground flares on enemy’s parapet. 

Method of withdrawal . — Parties B and C return through 
point of entry. Party D returns through gap in enemy wire 
at A.lO.c.99.27. Party E covers party D’s withdrawal; also 
can enfilade the trench southward to cover B and C. 

Precautions . — Should the enemy retaliate on our front line, 
the raiders will take shelter in the old French trench until 
the bombardment ceases. 

Prisoners . — Prisoners taken by B and C parties will be sent 
back to the point of entry and from there escorted back by 
scouts to advanced headquarters. Prisoners taken by D party 
will be brought out with them. 

Bombs . — Hand grenades, mobile charges, and guncotton slabs 
will be issued at battalion headquarters at 1 a. m. 

Reports . — Officers in charge of parties will report on return 
to advanced headquarters. The N. C. O. in charge of E party 
Will also report/ All other ranks will report to the orderly ser- 
geants of their own companies, near battalion headquarters. 
All ranks must be impressed that it is of the utmost impor- 
tance that they report as soon as possible. The orderly ser- 
geants in turn report immediately to battalion headquarters. 

Dress .— ^Steel helmets will be worn, belt and bayonet, rifle, 
bandolier, and haversacks with six No. 5 Mills hand grenades 
in them will be carried ; also field dressings. 
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Information to enemy. — All ranks should be informed that 
should they be taken prisoner they are not obliged to give any 
information other than their name and number. All should 
make it a point of honor not to divulge any information that 
may prove of value to the enemy, and should remember that a 
careless remark may endanger the lives of their comrades or 
spoil future operations. 

Identification. — Officers in charge of parties will be held per- 
sonally responsible that all under their command are stripped 
of all identifying marks. Particular attention will be paid to 
insure that the following articles are taken from the men and 
are deposited in sand bags to be left at the transport lines: 
Cap badges, sleeve patches, pay books, regimental buttons, nu- 
merals, identity disks, shoulder badges, letters, roll books, etc. 
The officers will also comply with these instructions regarding 
their own identifications and personal effects. 

, Synchronization. — All watches will be synchronized at 12 
noon, 8 p. m., 12 midnight, and again at 2 a. m. at advanced 
headquarters. 

Medical. — All wounded will be evacuated through C. T. 
Bentata to advanced dressing station in Bentata tunnel. 
Guides will be posted at head of Bentata C. T. to guide bearers 
in. A motor ambulance will be at road by Maison Blanche at 
4 a. m. 

Chain of command. — Each party and each section will have a 
second in command and seniority will be established in each 
small group, so that in the event of any leader becoming a 
casualty command will at once be assumed by the next senior. 

Soup will be ready for raiders at 1 a. m. at cook house at the 
head of Sapper Avenue. 

Rum will be issued on return at battalion headquarters. 

Casualties. — All our casualties must be brought back to our 
lines. 

Cooperation. — Lewis guns will fire on enemy’s front line just 
north and south of our flanks from our front line, one gun on 
each flahk. They will commence firing at zero. 

Wire. — Two lanes will be cut in our wire on the 27th instant 
opposite gaps in enemy’s wire, and tapes will be laid back to 
these gaps. 



Major, Officer in Charge of Minor Operation. 
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List of copies : 

No. i to division. 

No. 2 to infantry brigade. 

No. 3 to battalion. 

No. 4 to — — machine gun company. 

No. 5 to trench mortar battery. 

No. 6 to corps heavy artillery. 

No. 7 to left group, divisional artillery. 

No. 8 to - — — infantry brigade. 

No. 9 to infantry brigade. 

No. 10 to war diary. 

No. 11 to war diary. 

No. 12 to orderly room. . 

No. 13 to Lieut. . 

No. 14 to Lieut. . 

No. 15 to Maj. . 

No. 16 to Lieut. Col. . 



REPORT ON MINOR OPERATION ON NIGHT OF 
MARCH 28-29. 

Battalion, , 

March 30, 1917 . 

Preliminary reconnaissance ,— Patrol reports that wire is to- 
tally destroyed for 40 yards at point of entry, and that the 
enemy is putting loose wire on his parapet. 

Stokes guns were active against this vicinity until the bom- 
bardment started. 

Artillery . — At zero —7 mins., the barrage started. It was 
well timed and appeared to be excellent. At zero — 6 mins., the 
enemy’s trench mortar was active against us, apparently from 
A.10.d.45.30 ; it was silenced at once. At zero — 5 S. 0. S. signals 
were going up all along enemy’s support line. Green lights, 
green rockets With twin stars, rockets with red and orange stars 
and one golden rain rocket were sent up. The enemy’s artillery 
commenced to reply at zero — 1 with “ whizz-bangs ” which landed 
between our front and support lines. This was followed by 
4.1’s, the bulk of these landing in Bentata C. T. and Roeade and 
Douai trenches. The enemy’s fire was not intense, and it seemed 
as if they were not sure of their target. Enemy fire continud 
until zero — 20. 
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Attacking party . — At zero the attacking party, led by the two 
officers, advanced across “no man’s land,” and on reaching 
enemy’s parapet found that loose wire had been placed along 
the parapet forming an obstacle of about 4 feet high and 4 feet 
thick. Both officers forced their way through the wire, coming 
under a heavy fire from hand grenades from somewhere be- 
tween the front line and near support line. No. 1 section (the 
parapet party) next forced its way over the wire and com- 
menced to run along the parapet northward. Dozens of Very 
lights were sent up from the enemy support line, making the 
area as bright as daylight. Three men were hauled over the 
wire by the officers and started down the enemy trench. Not a 
sign of the enemy was found in the front line. The sergeant of 
No. 1 section was killed by a fragment of hand grenade and 
one O. R. wounded slightly by this time. At zero +12, only the 
two officers and nine O. R. were over the enemy wire, and as the 
front line was empty of Huns, and to remain longer was only 
to risk increased casualties, the officer in charge of the raiders, 
Lieut. — ■ — , gave the order to withdraw. The sergeant’s body 
was brought through the wire at a narrow gap, which had been 
either purposely left or cut by the enemy. This spot was aimed 
at continually by the enemy with hand grenades. 

Both officers remained on the Hun parapet and covered the 
retirement of their party by throwing grenades in the direc- 
tion of the enemy, whose whereabouts could not be exactly 
located, and undoubtedly prevented more casualties. 

The withdrawal was orderly and the whole of the attacking 

party returned to our trench, including the body of Sergt. . 

The conduct of both officers at a critical time was commendable, 
especially that of Lieut. , the officer in charge of the as- 

saulting party. 

General remarks . — No rifle or machine-gun fire was directed 
at the attacking force, so I conclude that the suspected machine 
gun at A.lO.c.98.27 was destroyed by the preliminary bombard- 
ment. 

It appeared that the. enemy anticipated the raid and cleared 
his front line and took up a position presumably in shell holes 
just in rear of the front line, and from this position bombed 
his front line. 

The C. T. leading back from point of entry was practically 
blotted out for about 20 yards. His trenches were fairly good, 
about 6 feet deep, not revetted, bath matted, or sandbagged. 
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The only position at which the enemy seemed to be was at 
some position just south of point of entry in rear of his front 
line. I would think this was a strong point of about nine men. 
This conclusion is arrived at by the number of grenades thrown, 
which was considerable. He may have had other men in like 
positions to the north, but if such was the. case they were 
silent. 

Morale . — The morale of the enemy appeared to be quite good ; 
no confusion existed. He had apparently dodged the barrage 
by withdrawing from the front line. 



Major, Officer in Charge of Minor Operation. 



REPORT ON MINOR OPERATION. 

' — — Canadian Battalion, 

March 1-2, 1917. 

Scouts made preliminary reconnaissance from 11 p. m. to 1 
a. m. Report all gaps clear. 

No. 1 Party. 

This party moved into position as per 0.0 at 1.40 a. m. ; the 
barrage was so excellent that this party moved up to within 40 
yards of the enemy trench, when the fire barrage was lifted to 
the support ; at zero the party moved up to the enemy trench. 

“A” group immediately worked along the parapet lead by 
Sergt. , who showed both initiative and courage, continu- 

ing to bomb, although wounded in the wrist. As “ B ” group 
entered the enemy trench their leader, Cor pi. — — , was shot by 
a Hun; Lieut. leaped into the trench and captured him. 

- A stiff fight took place with bombs at about M.O.d.95.37. A 
group of about seven was stationed here, four were left dead and 
the remainder escaped. 

A dugout near this spot with two entrances was discovered ; 
. one Hun came out and was sent back to our lines, the remainder 
refused, so a mobile charge was placed down each entrance and 
the dugout destroyed. s 

Party moved along trench to M.O.d.94.46. A shallow dugout 
with about six steps down to it and only one entrance. Could 

- not get anyone up, 'so Mills granades were thrown in. -A 

3567°— 17 3 . ; i v/V'. 
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Another dugout was discovered at N.10.e.91.41. This was a 
large dugout with two entrances containing a number of Ger- 
mans; one came out. It was almost time for recall, so Lieut. 
ordered the charge to be put down each entrance. 

The dugout was completely destroyed. 

Casualties. — One N. C. O. killed ; four ptes. wounded ; one 
sergt. wounded, slight. 

No. 2 Party 

No. 2 party directly at zero moved up to enemy trench at 
M.lO.c.10.46. “ J”. squad immediately proceeded to junction of 
C. T. at M.lO.c.10.50 ; here a group of six Germans were met, two 
were killed by bombs, two surrendered, and two escaped. “ H ” 
and “ G ” worked along top of parapet to M.lO.c.13.77 ; here a 
squad of the enemy were encountered and put , up a fight that 
delayed the party for about four minutes. One German was 
killed and two captured, the remainder of this group escaped. 
A dugouf was at this point with one wounded German on the 
stairs ; the party tried to get them out, but they seemed tardy 
of coming up, so a mobile charge was thrown , in each entrance 
and the dugout was destroyed. Nothing further of the enemy 
was encountered until M.lO.c.90.70 ; here two Germans were met, 
one of these a stretcher bearer with a large red cross on his 
sleeve. He pointed a revolver at our party and cried “ Hands 
Up ” in English ; both were disposed of by a bomb and a rifle 
shot. A dugout, with two entrances was at this spot containing 
a number of Germans; they were invited to come out; a lot of 
shouting was the only reply ; a mobile charge was placed down 
each entrance, and the dugout was completely destroyed. 

Lieut. was wounded in the left arm before he reached the 

enemy trench, but carried right on and withdrew his party 
safely with only' one other casualty. 

The German trenches are reported dry, bathmatted, and 
revetted, but damaged considerably by our artillery fire. The 
bugle was only faintly heard by the party; the strombos not 
at all. 

One other German was found skulking at the bottom of the 
trench near where this party came; he was brought along. 

No, 3 Pakty. 

No. 3 party moved into position as per operation order, “ K ” 
group immediately placed block at Ckoweg' meeting no resist- 
ance whatever. The remainder of the party remained in posi- 
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tion and came in directly after No. 2 party. One man slightly 
wounded with this party. Strombos horns only slightly heard. 

Bugle was blown for about three minutes, and discontinued 
as the parties appeared to be returning all right. 

Record oe Events. 

Telephone reports received : 

1.04 a. m., patrol report wire cut* 

1.40 a. m., raiding party took up position. 

1.45 a. m ., barrage started. 

1.56 a. m., one green rocket from enemy line. 

1.59 a. m., one red rocket from enemy line. 

2.04 a. m., all going well. 

2.06 a. m., bombing going on in enemy’s lines. 

2.08 a. m., one bright light from enemy line. 

2.09 a. m., one prisoner in. 

2.09 a. m., enemy retaliation slight. 

2.15 a. m., everything quiet at Grassier. 

2.16 a. m., heavy retaliation asked for by O. O. Grassier. 
2.18 a. m., first enemy shell near front of our front line. 

2.20 a. m., retaliation again asked for from Glassier. 

2.21 a. m., five more prisoners. 

2.23 a. m., Lieut. reports in, slightly wounded. 

2.24 a. m., Nos. 1 and 2 parties reported. 

2.25 a. m., enemy retaliation on our front line. 

2.28 a. m., Lieut. reports in. 

2.30 a. m., Lieut. reports no casualties in his party as 

far as he knows. 

2.30 a. m., four enemy dugouts have been destroyed. 

2.30 a. m., all gunfire has ceased pro tern. 

2.31 a. m., enemy retaliation on Grassier practically ceased. 

2.34 a. m., slight enemy retaliation on our support line. 

2.35 a. m., enemy retaliation very slight. 

2.36 a. m., enemy fire has ceased. 

2.38 a. m., no casualties on Grassier ; Fritz is quiet. 

2.39 a. m., right company report all O. K. 

2.40 a. m., left company report all O. K. 

3.15 a. m., advanced headquarters closed. 

General Notes. 

1. Enemy slow to retaliate and very weak. 

2. Morale of enemy “good.” 
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3. Trenches and dugouts in good condition. 

4. No machine-gun emplacements in the front line. 

5. Raiders not bothered by hostile machine-gun fire. 

6. Excellence of barrage. 

7. Strombos horns could not be heard. 
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Major, 




Officer i/c . Raid, 




Battalion. 


Secret. 


Copy No. - — -. 



SPECIAL OPERATION ORDERS NO. . 

By Maj. , commanding Battalion -. 



In the Field, 

February 27, 1917. 

A raiding party of the and battalions will enter 

the German trenches between M.lo.b.9.8. and M.10.c.9.7i on 'the 
night of February 28-March 1. The object of the raid is to 
damage enemy trenches, inflict loss on the enemy, and capture 
prisoners. 

Dividing line between battalions’ objectives is M.9.d.95,35. 

battalion’s objective enemy front line between M.9.d.93.35 

and M.10.C.2.7J. 

Joint headquarters of. and battalions at dugout 

F.33 between boyau 2 and boyau 3 connected by wire to both 

battalion headquarters. Artillery liaison officer of the 

battalion will also be at dugout F.33. 

Artillery . — — - heavy artillery will cooperate by dealing 
with the following points : 

9.2 howitzers: 

(a) Fosse 16. 

■ - . (6) Fosse 16 bis. ■ 

(e) Supposed headquarters at M.17.a.3.9. 

(d) Supposed headquarters at M,ll,d.2,7|, 

6-inch howitzers : 

(а) Trench junction M.10.d.4$.l. 

(б) Trench Junction M,10.d.3&.3i, v , - 
(c) Trench junction M.10.d.2|.4$, 
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4.5 howitzers : 

One section on support line from M.lO.c.9.9 to M.lO.c.7.7. 

One section on support line from M.lO.c.4.4 to M.16.C.3.8. 

There are in addition 12 60-pounders for counter bat- 
tery work. 

Barrages. — Four batteries of 18-pounders will place a bar- 
rage on enemy’s positions as follows : 

Enemy front line, from — 07 to — 04. Rate of fire, 4 rounds 
per gun per minute. 

Support, from — 04 to — 02. Same rate of fire. 

Enemy front line, from — 02 to 00. Same rate of fire. 

Supports, from 00 to +05. Same rate of fire. 

Supports, from +05 to +10; 3 rounds per gun per minute. 

Supports, from +10 to +15 ; 2 rounds per gun per minute. 

Supports, from +15 to +25; 1 round per gun per minute. 

Stokes. — Stokes guns will form the northern and southern 
end of the box barrage, leaving at least 75 yards clear of the 
joint objectives’ boundaries, and will conform in rate and dura- 
tion of fire with artillery. They will fire on the front line 
only. 

Barrages — Machine guns. — Ten guns of the machine-gun 

company, supplemented by four guns of the machine- 

gun company, the guns of the machine-gun company, and 

some of the guns of the — — - mafchine-gun company, will co- 
operate on front and support lines well to the north and south 
of the raiding area. 

tyjedium trench mortars. — This arm, if available, will coop- 
erate with artillery support barrage. The raiding party will 
consist of 3 officers, 77 O. R., and 6 scouts. No. 1 party will 

be commanded by Lieut. and will consist of 25 O. R., 

including 2 stretcher bearers and 1 stretcher. No. 2 party 

will be commanded by Lieut. and will consist of 24 O. R., 

including 1 stretcher bearer. No. 3 party will be commanded 

by Lieut. and will consist of 2 Lewis guns with teams, 

and 14 P. R. and 2 stretcher bearers and stretchers. 

Zero hour. — 9 a. m. (unless altered). 

General dispositions. — No. 1 party will take up position in 
“ no man’s land ” 75 yards from their objective. No. 2 party, 
in line with No. 1 and the same distance from their objective, 
and should be in position by 1.40 a. m. No. 5 party will form 
a north flanking party and will be led into, position by scouts 




and will take lip position from M.lO.c.07.80 to M.9.d.84.86. No. 
1 party will enter enemy trench at M.9.d.93.35 and will work 
along north to M.lO.c.16.148. No. 2 party will enter enemy 
trench at M.lO.c.10.45 and will work north to M.lO.c.2.75. 

Scouts. — Two scouts will accompany No. 1 party and will 
guide them to point of entry at M.9.d.93.35. These scouts will 
lay tapes as they advance and will remain near the enemy trench 
to guide back and assist prisoners or wounded ; also the two 
stretcher bearers and one stretcher will remain with the scouts. 

Two scouts will accompany No. 2 party to M.lO.c.10.48, laying 
tapes as they advance, and they will remain at the junction of 
tape and trench to guide back and assist prisoners or wounded. 

Two scouts will accompany No. 3 party and will lay tapes 
from M.lO.c.2.75 back to our trench, and will also assist 
wounded. Also one stretcher bearer and one stretcher will be 
at this point. No. 3 party will remain as covering party until . 
our raiding party is withdrawn. 

Three lanes will be cut through our wire by our scouts and 
the tapes will be laid back to these lanes. 

Dress for raiding party. — No equipment will be worn. Rifle, 
bayonet, six Mills No. 6 hand grenades, and field dressings will 
be carried. 

General instructions. — Six small slabs of guncotton will be 
carried by each of the first two parties ; also four mobile charges 
for destroying dugouts. The guncotton for severing chains to 
machine guns. 

The limit allowed in enemy trenches is 16 minutes after zero. 

The signal for withdrawal will be notified later. 

All watches to be synchronized at battalion headquarters at 
8.30 p. m. and will be checked up again at midnight. 

All officers to report to dugout F.33 as soon as they return 
from enemy lines. 

All O. R.’s will immediately return to Edgeware Road, outside 
No. 1 company’s headquarters, and must not on any account 
loiter in the front system of trenches. 

Evacuation of wounded. — All wounded will be evacuated 

through C.T.235 under arrangements with the battalion, 

who will provide guides up to the dressing station. 

Two stretchers and complement of stretcher bearers will be 

lent from the battalion and will be in C.T.235 at the zero 

hour and will assist in the evacuation of wounded. 
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All ranks must thoroughly understand that all killed or 
wounded of our parties must be brought in. 

Prisoners . — Prisoners or material captured will be immedi- 
ately sent back to headquarters P.33. Each party will carry 
two empty sandbags for carrying back any documents. 

Soup .— Soup will be issued at No. 1 company’s cookhouse for 
80 O. It. at 11 p. m. 

Rum . — Rum will be issued to raiding party on return at No. 1 
company headquarters. 

Bombs . — Hand grenades, mobile charges, and guncotton will 
be issued at No. 1 company headquarters. 

Blocking C. T.’s .— It is not proposed to block to any extent. 
The C. T. at the point of entry at M.9.d.l3.35 is being looked 
after by the battalion. 

At the junction of No. 1 party and No. 2 party at M.lO.c.10.18, 
No. 2 party will make a very temporary block by pulling down 
the sandbags from the parapets. 



Commanding Major, — — Battalion. 

Appendix to operation orders No. 120. 

Copy No. 1 to division. 

Copy No. 2 to infantry brigade. 

Copy- No. 3 to battalion. 

Copy No. 4 to battalion. 

Copy No. 5 to machine-gun company. 

Copy No. 6 to machine-gun company. 

Copy No. 7 to trench mortar battery. 

Copy No. 8 to corps heavy artillery. 

Copy No. 9 to left group, divisional artillery. 

Copy No. 10 to infantry brigade. 

Copy No. 11 to — — infantry brigade. 

Copy No. 12 to 3d field company engineers. 

Copy No. 13 to war diary. 

Copy No. 14 to war diary. 

Copy No. 15 to orderly room. 

Copy No. 16 to Lieut. . 

Copy No. 17 to Lieut. . 

Copy No. 18 to Lieut. . 

Copy No. 19 to Maj. . 

Copy No. 20 to Maj. . 
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Appendix No. 3 to Opebation Oedee No. . 

By Maj. , commanding Battalion. 

In the Field, ~ 

February 28, 1917. 

GENEEAL INSTRUCTIONS. 

A raiding party of the — — and battalions will raid the 

enemy trenches during the night of February 28-March 1, from 

M. 15.b to M.lO.c.O.71. Zero hour, 2 a. m. 

The following code will be used in conjunction with the above 
raid: 

“ Hussars ’’—-raid will take place. 

“ Dragoons ” — raid postponed 24 hours. 

Company commanders will take all necessary precautions to 
minimize the risk of casualties in the event of enemy retaliation, 
combining the utmost vigilance with the least exposure. 

The right company commander will pay particular attention 
to the making of a special disposition in the vicinity of the raid 
and will detail a reliable N. C. O. to take up position inside our 
trench at our northernmost tape. This N. C. O. will be provided 
with a watch, which will be synchronized at advance head- 
quarters, dugout F.33, at 1.45 a. m. At 2.15 a. m. this *N. C. O. 
Will fire a succession of Very lights toward our support line in 
a northwesterly direction. Maj. will personally show this 

N. C. O. the direction in which he is to fire. The object of this 
is to 'plainly mark our boundary. 

The signal for the raiders to return will be the sounding of 
strombos horns, the blowing of a bugle, and the burning of blue - 
ground flares on enemy parapet. All ranks must be warned of 
this. 

There will be a small red light fired in a northerly direction 
from the double Grassier as a local brigade machine-gun signal 
to commence fire, and later two from the same position to cease 
’ fire. 

The officer on duty of company will assist in avoiding the 

congestion in the front line after raiders have returned. 



Major, Commanding Battalion. 
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Appendix No. 3 to Operation Orders No. . 

By Maj. , commanding — — Battalion, — — . 

' In the Field, 

March 1, 1917. 

All ranks must be warned that if they are taken prisoners 
they are not obliged to give any information other than their 
name and number. 

They should make it a point of honor not to divulge any 
information which may prove of value to the enemy, and should 
remember that a careless remark may endanger the lives of 
their comrades or spoil future operations. 

Identifications .— Officers in charge of parties will be person- 
ally responsible that all under their command are stripped 
entirely clean of all identifications. Particular attention will be 
paid to insure that the following articles are taken from the 
men and deposited in sandbags at No. 1 company’s headquar- 
ters : Cap badges, numerals, patches from sleeves, identity 
disks, pay books, C-14’s, regimental buttons, letters, roll books, 
etc. The officers will also comply with these instructions re- 
garding their own identifications and personal effects. 

Disposition of No. 1 party . — This party is divided into five 
groups, designated A, B, C, D, and E, and is composed as under : 



N.C.O.’s Men. 

A group 1 4 Bombing squad. 

B group 1 4 Bombing squad. 

C group / 1 3 Bombing squad with guncotton. 

D group— 1 4 Carries mobile charges. 

E group 2 2 General utility. 



The party is led into position by scouts and takes up posi- 
tion in “no man’s land” about 100 yards from their objective, 
to be in position at 1.40 a. m. At zero “A” group works north- 
ward along top of the parapet until they meet resistance, when 
they will throw bombs and fall back until opposite “ B ” group, 
then both will advance. 

“B ” group enters trench and works northward, not throwing 
any bombs until “A” group has met with resistance and is fall- 
ing back, keeping a sharp lookout for dugouts. 

3567°— 17 4 
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“C” group carries guncotton slabs for removing chains to 
machine guns and works along top of parapet behind “A” group 
ready to jump into trench if their explosive is heeded. 

“D” group carries mobile charges and follows “ B ” group 
along trench and is responsible for destruction of dugouts. \ 

“ E ” group acts as a “ mopping-up ” party, half inside trench 
and half on the parapet ; carries wounded and dead. 

Disposition of No. 2 party . — The party will be divided into 5 
groups, as under : . 

N. C. O.’s. Men. - 



F group L 4 Bombing squad. 

G group 1 4 Bombing squad. 

.II group- 1 4 Bombing squad ; carries guncotton. 

I group 1 4 Mobile charge. 

J group 1 3 Blocking squad. ^ 



“J ” group will also carry two shovels, slung. ’ . 

This party will be led into position by scouts in “ no man’s 
land ” to be in position 100 yards from their objective at 1.40 
a. m. and will take up position as follows: “ J” group on the 
right, then “ H ,” “ I,” “ F,” and “ G.” 

At zero J ” group will enter enemy trench and place a block 
at M.lO.c.16.50, and will remain at this point until signal for 
withdrawal. 

“ II ” group enters enemy trench and works northward; they 
will assist “ F ” and “ G ” groups in clearing trench. This 
party also carry guncotton for removing chains to machine 
guns. 

“ F ” group, led by the officer, wo^ks along the top of the 
parapet north until opposition is met with; this will be dealt 
with from the parapet, “ H ” group mopping up inside trench. 

“ G ” group works along behind “ F ” and will assist generally, 
either to assist “ F ” group or to jump into trench to assist “ H ” 
group to mop up, take back prisoners or wounded, etc. 

“ I ” group works along trench behind “ II ” group and carries 
mobile charges for destroying dugouts. 

Disposition of No. 8 'party. — No. 3 party is divided into 6 
groups, as under : 

K group, 1 N. 0. O. and 3 men. 

4 L group, 1 officer* 1 bugler, 2 stretcher bearers, 4 OR. 

M group, Lewis gun and crew of 6. 

N group, 3 O.R. 

O group, Lewis gun and crew of 6., 

P group, 3 O.R. . 
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. . r ,-.u . 

“ K ” group forms a blocking party and directly after zero 
hour moves up to enemy front line and places a block at 
Ckoweg communication trench, and in enemy front line and 
will carry three shovels, slung, and will remain in position until 
No. 2 party is clear from enemy trench. This party has two 
scouts attached to it who will take up position on enemy para- 
pet to cover them. Should this party meet opposition it will 
dispose of it. 

“L” group, consisting of the officer, one bugler, four O. R., 
.and two stretcher bearers with a stretcher, takes up position 30 
yards behind “ K ” group and acts as a support to “ K,” if 
necessary, and also covers our left flank. 

“ M ” group, consisting of a Lewis gun and team of six, takes 
up position 30 yards behind “ L ” and covers our left flank. 

“ N ” group, consisting of three O. It., forms a sentry group 30 
yards behind “ M.” 

“ O ” gro^p consists of a Lewis gun and team of six takes 
up position 30 yards behind “ N ” and is a covering party. 

“ P ” group consists of 3 O. R. forms a sentry group and takes 
up position 30 yards behind “ O.” 

After the recall signal is given “ K ” follows No. 2 party in. 

“ P ” group moves in, next followed by “ O,” then “ N,” then 
“ M,” and lastly “ L.” 

Stretcher hearers . — Two stretcher bearers with a stretcher 
will go up with No. 1 party, will wait outside German trench 
at point of entry working from there as required. One stretcher 
bearer accompanies No. 2 party and waits outside German 
trench at point of entry working from there as required. Two 
stretcher bearers accompany No. 3 party and remains at “ L ” 
group working from there as required. 

Scouts . — Two scouts will carry tapes and will lead No. 1 
party into position, then they will continue on to point of entry 
and lay the tapes, then they will return and guide the party in, 
they will remain at this point to generally assist in conveying 
prisoners, assisting wounded, etc. 

Two scouts will carry tapes and will lead No. 2 party into 
position, then they will continue on to point of entry and lay 
the tapes, then they will return and guide the party in, they will 
remain at this point to cover the blocking party and to guide 
No. 1 party out. 




Two scouts will carry tapes and will lead No. 3 party into 
position, then they will lay tapes to the northern gap in enemy’s 
wire and will guide the blocking party “ K ” to their position, 
they will remain at this point on enemy’s parapet to cover 
same and will attract the attention of No. 2 party as they reach 
this point and guide them out. A preliminary reconnaissance 
will be made during the hours of 11 p. m. and 12.45 a. m. also 
complete the cutting of the lanes in our wire. 

Dress . — All O. R. will wear belts with haversacks attached 
for carrying bombs, also bayonet scabbards. 

Major, Commanding — —Battalion. 



FORMATION FOR A BATTALION FOR THE ATTACK 
AT THE BATTLE OF ARRAS. 

(Reference map attached.) 

In the division six battalions went, over in the original 

assault. Of these three were of the 2d bde. and three of the 
3d bde. 

The frontage allotted to each bn. was about 300 yards. 

The fourth bn. of each of the above brigades furnished the 
carrying parties for their own brigade. 

Each battalion went over in three waves of two lines each, 
and two lines of “ moppet's up,” on a two-company front. CSee 
sketch A.) Three platoons of each company went over, the 
fourth platoon being sent to the transport lines to form a 
nucleus for a new battalion. As the battalion went over on a 
two-company frontage, each wave consisted of two platoons, 
one frorn No. 1 company and one from No. 2 company. (Nos. 
3 and 4 companies furnished the “ moppers up.”) Each of these 
platoons moved forward in two lines, 15 yards apart, and had 
two sections in the front line and two in the rear line. It was 
left absolutely to the judgment of the platoon commander which 
sections should be first. He decided this by carefully studying 
the natural obstacles, enemy strong points, etc., that were on his 
frontage, as shown on his aerial photographs and as seen through 
the telescopes in the numerous O. P.’s. Before the attack each 
battalion spent from four to six days in the trenches they were 
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to “jump off” from in order to study the enemy trenches, get 
familiar with their own trenches, and to repair, widen, and clean 
out their “ jumping off ” trenches, if necessary. All officers and 
senior N. C. O.’s were taken to the O. P.’s by the battalion 
intelligence officer. 

The last seven days before the zero day were spent in the back 
area training on ground where the enemy lines were represented 
by tapes and our barrages indicated by flags that were moved 
as the barrage was to move. 

Twenty-four, hours before the zero hour the battalion took 
over their front-line trenches. 

For about 10 days before the attack the artillery continually 
fired on all important trench junctions, gun pits, suspected 
machine-gun and trench-mortar emplacements, O. P.’s and head- 
quarters,- besides methodically destroying back area wire. Just 
before the, attack the fire reached its maximum intensity and 
was particularly directed against the front and support lines. 

At the zero hour the barrage opened at full strength on the 
front line and slowly crept forward, closely followed by the 
infantry. (I have been within 40 yards of a very intense bar- 
rage of our 4.5-inch howitzers, 3-inch F. guns, Stokes, 60-pound 
T. M. and felt perfectly safe.) 

At the zero hour, daybreak, the battalion left the “ jumping 
off.” trench and advanced to the “black objective” (see map). 
As each line of trenches was crossed, the waves passed through 
as quickly as possible, killing all Huns above ground. The 
“ moppers up ” stayed in each trench until absolutely certain 
that no enemy were left alive in dugouts, and then advanced at 
once to the next trench. 

Upon reaching the “black objective” a halt of one-half hour 
was made to rest the men, straighten out the waves, and get 
everything ready for the assault on the “ red objective.” During 
this half hour a forward observation and signal station was built 
by each bn. intelligence officer and visual communications estab- 
lished with brigade signalers in our old support line. Nothing 
but visual signals are now used, as a wire would last but a few 
moments, and it is too costly in men and time to send runners, 
except in the most urgent cases. The form of visual used was 
the “ flapper ” or panel. It is impossible to use flags, as enemy 
artillery and M. G.’s would be turned on the station at once. 
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At the end of the half hour, during which time the artillery had 
been destroying the “ red objective,” the attack was continued. 
Upon reaching the “ red objective ” the men dug in and consoli- 
dated for two and one-half hours, when the first brigade ad- 
vanced through the second and third brigades and took the 
“blue objective.” 

This advance was allotted six and one-half hours. 

(A fourth objective ran through Farbus Wood to the south 
and was allotted to other troops in reserve.) 

AEROPLANE COOPERATION. 

The best, if the weather permits, and often the only communi- ; 
cation between advancing troops and their battle headquarters 
is the contact aeroplane. 

Each battalion is furnished with a ground panel and a code 
ground sheet. The ground sheet is placed on the ground beside 
the panel and from its shape denotes the headquarters sending. 

An aeroplane is attached to each battalion and should go 
through the practice, training with the battalion. At prescribed 
times the plane flies low (1,500 feet) and sounds a succession Of 
G.’s on a large Klaxon, at which time any messages desired are 
sent from the panel, which the observer takes down and delivers 
to division headquarters. 

The plane also flies over the new line at fixed times, sounding 
its horn when ground flares are lighted all along the line and 
the line traced from them on the airman’s map. This map is 
then dropped at division headquarters, and hence finds its way 
to artillery headquarters, and the protective barrages arranged 
accordingly. 

The plane can send messages with the large lamp it carries. 

Besides the above uses, the plane corrects all barrages during 
the advance, if necessary. 
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Sketch A. 




No. 2 Company ( same as No. 1). 

First line 1 

[First wave, No. 1 platoon. 
Second linej 

First line of moppers up (from No. 3 
Company). 

First line [ 

|Secondwave,No.2 platoon. 
Second line] 

Second line of moppers up (from No. 3 
Company). 

First line 1 

[Third wave, No. 3 platoon. 
Second linej 

i.— No. 4 platoon at transport lines. 



ORGANIZATION OF THE ftLATOON. . 



March 31, 1917. 

Platoon headquarters, i officer, 1 N. C. 6. (platoon sergeant), 
1 O. It. (hatman anrl runner). 

No. 1 section (bombers), I N. C. O., 9 0. R. 

No. 2 section (riflemen), 1 N. C. O., 12 O. R. 

No. 3 section (rifle grenade), 1 N. 0. O., 9 0. 11. 

No. 4 section (Lewis gun), I N. 0. O., 6 O. R. 

Total, 1 officer, 5 N. C. O., 37 O. R. 
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Secret. G. 12-3. 

PROPOSED MINOR OPERATION. 

INFANTRY BRIGADE. 

1. The infantry brigade will carry out a raid on enemy 

trenches on the instant. The four battalions of the brigade 

will be used, each contributing one complete company, 200 O. ft., 
organized into the four platoons according to the new organiza- 
tion. 

2. The raid will be on enemy line between points and extend 
in depth, according to attached map. 

3. The task allotted to each battalion is as shown on at- 
tached instructions, each area being clearly shown on map at- 
tached. 

4. Each battalion commander will send into brigade head- 
quarters not later than Saturday noon, 10th instant, the opera- 
tion orders issued to the O.’s. C. companies carrying out the 
task allotted -to their battalion. 

5. Trenches are being taped out as exactly as possible on 
, ground near brigade headquarters. 

6. All men taking part in the raid will be quartered at 
brigade headquarters by Saturday night, 10th Instant, except 
the men of — — battalion ; these men will move up to brigade 
headquarters on Sunday, 11th, by 10 a. m. O.’s O. battalions 
will see that all arrangements are made as regards rations, 
cooking, etc., for their men. 

7. On Sunday, 11th instant, at 10.30 a. m. the whole party 
will parade in ordinary kit, without arms or equipment, to 
have details of operation read or explained to them minutely, 
and will pass over course of operation. In the afternoon the 
whole party will parade in raid costume, and equipped as they 
will be for the actual operation, and will go through operation 
under their Respective leaders. 

8. The engineers will supply the necessary sappers to , each 
company ; also the necessary explosives. The information neces- 
sary will be supplied by O.’s. O. battalions concerned. One 
engineer officer will be detailed to take charge of all sappers 
and carriers. All these will be on parade on Sunday, 11th. 

9. O. C. L. T. M. battery will cooperate in this minor 

operation, and his instructions will be issued later. In the 
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meantime he will concentrate his whole energy in damaging 
enemy wire. 

10. Brigade machine-gun company will operate under in- 
structions from division. 

11. The artillery will operate under orders of Col. , com- 
manding brigade It. F. A. Scheme to be notified as soon 

as completed. 

12. Brigade bombing officer will report to each battalion com- 
mander and insure that all his requirements are supplied and 
complete by noon, Sunday, 11th. 

13. Brigade signaling officer will insure that all necessary 
arrangements are made to provide communication from front to 
rear, especial care being taken that operators are thoroughly 
.efficient and also that several alternate lines are established. 
He will make necessary arrangements for visual stations and 
will report to brigade headquarters for instructions. 

14. Bangalore torpedoes will be used’. These will be placed, 
if possible, the night of operation at several places in German 
wire. These torpedoes will be placed by battalion scouts in 
German wire and exploded by sappers. An engineer officer will 
superintend this. If they can not be placed before the attack, 
they will be placed and exploded after the advance and during 
the time that the raiding party is in enemy trenches. As soon 
as exploded a party of pioneers, under orders of battalion scouts 
not engaged in raid, wall immediately tear up all wire possible 
from enemy trench. 

15. Regimental medical officers in consultation with staff, cap- 
tain , infantry brigade, will insure that all necessary medical 

arrangements are made for the treatment and evacuation of 
wounded. 

16. Instructions as to disposal of prisoners will be issued later. 

17. Further instructions will be issued later. 

' ' ? 

Captain. 

Brigade Major, Infantry Brigade. 
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8 - 2 - 1917 . 

Copies to — 

infantry. 

— — infantry. 

- — infantry. 

infantry. 

M. G. company. 

* L. T. M. battery. 

brigade R. F. A. 

i/c signals, C. I. B. 

bombing officer, C. I. 3?. 

- — - Canadian division. ' _ 

— — field company C. E. , 

S, C. Q. 

S. C.I. 

Office (3). 

War diary (4). - v 

Secret. G. 12-4. 

BATTALION, 1 COMPANY. 

This company will move out of our lines and up to the bar- 
rage and be in place in front of the left party of battalion 

and the right party of the battalion, ready to enter the 

enemy’s lines at zero plus 4 minutes. 

They will pass over enemy’s front line between points 

5.9. a.l6.36 and S.8.b.97.21, and push forward to their first objec- 
tive, continuation of PIMPLE TRENCH, S.9.a.l6.36, S.9.a.l9.25, 

5.9. a.l6.18, entering this trench at zero plus 7 minutes. (This 

trench will immediately be taken over by parties of and 

• battalions.) 

The company will then move forward to second objective, 
enemy trenches between points S.9.a.57.54, S.9.a.55.47, and 

5.9. a.59.36. They will keep well up to barrage and enter second 
objective at zero plus 11 minutes. 

They will keep touch with the battalion when moving 

forward and will establish strong blocking posts on the right 
flank where necessary. From here the actual raiding party, 

which should not be less than 75, all ranks of battalion, 

must push forward immediately (closely following the barrage) 
and raid the section of trenches in neighborhood of the QUARRY 
(S.9.a.70.50). They will keep touch with the raiding parties of 




the — — battalion and will not penetrate farther east than line 
shown as C-D on attached map. 

For this part of the operation 30 minutes is allowed, and the 
whole party must be clear of the line shown as A-B on attached 
map by zero plus 41 minutes. 

The O. 0. of this party will arrange a signal for the retirement 
with O. G. battalion. 

As this party falls back through their successive supporting 
parties, the supporting parties will also fall back, going straight 
to our own lines, and thence proceeding to rendezvous as ar- 
ranged. 

The whole of this company must be clear of their first 'objec- 
tive (continuation of PIMPLE TRENCH, S.9.a.l0.36, S.9.a.l9.25, 

S.9.a.l6.18) in time to allow parties of and battalions 

being clear of this trench by zero plus 50 minuted. 

The and battalions will cover this party’s retire- 
ment, and immediately the and battalions are clear 

of the first objective they will retire in conjunction. 

The and battalions must be clear of the enemy’s 

lines in sufficient time to allow the and — — - battalions to 

be clear of the enemy’s lines and into our lines by zero plus 60 
minutes. 

• CANADIAN INFANTRY, 1 COMPANY. 

This company will move out of our line and take up position 

immediately behind and close up to the companies of the .• 

and Canadian battalions and be in position to rush forward 

and capture enemy front-line trench between points S.S.b.97.21 
and S.9.a.26.77 at zero plus 04. Two platoons of the company 
should secure this trench and establish good blocks and flank 
guards along left flank and communication trench, getting at 
once in touch with battalion, approximately at point 

5.8. b.97.21. Two platoons will go forward in rear of and 

battalions and occupy enemy trench between points 

5.9. a.34.67 and S.9.a.l9.25 (known as PIMPLE TRENCH) at 

zero plus 7 minutes, and the PIMPLE and surroundings, clear- 
ing C. T. on left flank as they move up, leaving a sufficient force 
as flank guard, establishing strong block at S.9.a.l6.78 and 18.78, 
and getting in touch with battalion at approximately 

5.9. a.l9.25. 

This garrison will remain in this position till the — — and 
parties have fallen back through them and will act as 
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covering party to them in their retirement. Immediately these 
two companies are clear of this trench the whole garrison 
will fall back to our lines and rendezvous at points selected by 
the O.’s G. their battalions; keeping in touch with — 7 — battalion 
in retirement, the whole party to be clear of PIMPLE TRENCH 
before zero plus 50. The garrison will pass over the original 
enemy front line in retiring, the garrison holding the front-line 
trench falling back into our line immediately. The whole party 
to be back in our lines before zero plus 60. 

This company, assisted by company of — — battalion, will 

supply all escorts for prisoners, etc., sent back to them by 

and — — battalions. 

Secret. G.12-4. 

- BATTALION, 1 COMPANY. 

This company will move out of our lines and up to barrage 
and be in place and ready to rush forward at zero plus 4 min- 
utes. They will enter enemy's lines N. and S. of the group of 
craters between points S.8.b.97.21 and S.9.C.13.56 and clean up 
trenches east of craters (working back toward, craters). They 
will follow up barrage closely and will not go farther E. than 
enemy trench running N. and S. between points S.9.a.l5.15 and 

5.9. C.13.56. Strong blocking posts will be established at approxi - 

mately S.9.C.13.56, S.9.C.14.74, S.9.C.15.88, and contact will be 
made with the battalion at approximately S.8.b.97.21 and 

5.9. a.l9.25. 

The company will oecupy the area marked — — and shaded 
blue on attached map and will remain in this position till the 

and parties have fallen back. They will then fall 

back in conjunction with the battalion, the whole party to be 

in our lines by zero plus 60 minutes. 

Secret. G.12-4. 

: BATTALION, 1 COMPANY. 

This company will move out of our lines and up to barrage 
and- be in place ready to rush forward at zero plus 04 minutes. 
They will pass over enemy front line between points S.9.a. 17.75. . 
and S.9.a.06.36, ,and push forward to their first objective, enemy 
trench between S.9.a.34.67. and S.9.a.l7.36., occupying this at 
zero plus 07 minutes, including the PIMPLE and position they 
have captured. Two forces will remain here until joined by 
two platoons of battalion. 
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The other two platoons will move forward to second objective 
enemy trench running N. and S. between points S.9.a.l5.15 and 
keeping well up to barrage and occupying this trench at zero 
plus 11 minutes, clearing enemy communication trench on left 
flank as they move up, leaving sufficient force to form a strong 
flank guard, and keeping in touch with the left flank of — — 
battalion on their right. One of the two platoons left in first 
objective will move up and join this party as soon as the bat- 

talion takes over the first objective, the other remaining in 
PIMPLE TRENCH to assist battalion in garrisoning it. 

From here the actual raiding party, which should not be less 
than 75 all ranks of —— battalion, must push forward imme- 
diately and raid the section of trenches shown on attached 
map in neighborhood of QUARRY (S.9.a.80.60), not penetrating 

further east than line shown as CJ-D and marked battalion. 

For this part of the operation 30 minutes is allowed. The 
whole party must be clear of line shown as A-R on attached 
map by zero plus 41 minutes. 

During this operation touch must be kept with - — — battalion, 
and if necessary mutual assistance must be rendered. 

The O.C. this party must arrange a signal with O.C. bat- 

talion for the retirement. 

As this party falls back through their successive supporting 
parties, the supporting parties will also fall back, going straight 
through to our own line and thence proceeding to rendezvous 
arranged by O.C., where all reports will be turned in. 

The whole of this company must be clear of their first ob- 
jective, PIMPLE TRENCH, in time to allow battalion 

being clear of this trench by zero plus 50 minutes. 

The — — battalion will cover this party’s retirement, and 
immediately the — — and — — companies are clear of PIMPLE 
TRENCH they will fall back in conjunction with — — battalion. ' 

The - — — and companies must be clear of enemy’s lines . 

in sufficient time to allow - — — and companies to be clear 

of enemy’s front line and into our line by zero plus 60 minutes. 



Secret. G. 12-14. 

INFANTRY BRIGADE. 

: 1. A raid will be carried out by the infantry brigade on 

the night of 12th-13th instant on. the portion of the enemy’s 
trenches shown (shaded) in attached map. 
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Time. — Reference hour will be 12 midnight, zero being so 
many hours plus or minus of this. Thus, if the raid is to take 
place at 4 a. m. the message “ plus four ” will be sent 

The following code will be used : 

CREAM : Raid will take place as arranged. 

MILK: Raid postponed. 

2. The four raiding parties consisting of one company from 

— — , , , and 1 infantry battalions, will be under 

the command of Lieut. Col. , , who will establish his 

headquarters at S.8.b.82.05 one hour before zero. 

3. Objects. — To search for and destroy minnenwerfer em- 
placements, do as much damage to enemy defenses as possible, 
"and to kill as many of the enemy and secure as many prisoners 
as possible. 

, 4. The duration of the raid will be approximately 60 minutes. 

5. Action of — 

(а) Infantry. — Will enter enemy’s trenches in accordance 
with orders already issued at zero plus 04 minutes. All 
infantry will be clear of enemy’s front line by zero plus 60 
minutes. 

(б) Engineers and pioneers. field company, C. E., and 

“A”, company, pioneers, will cooperate with infantry 

parties under orders issued by O. C. field company, C. E. 

(e) Artillery. — - — — and brigades, , will fire in 

accordance with time table and orders already issued to all 

concerned. — — H. A. group and H. A. group will fire 

throughout the operation under orders of — — corps, H. A. 

( d ) — — L. T. M. battery, assisted by four mortars of — — 
L. T. M. battery will cooperate and fire in accordance with 
instructions issued. 

(e) M. G. company, assisted by one section M. G. 

company, and one section — — M. G. company will cooperate 
and fire in accordance with instructions issued. Machine guns 
of - — — division will also cooperate. 

(/) squadron, R. F. A., will cooperate during the raid. 

6. Canadian infantry brigade will make a sham Stokes 

and M. G. barrage on their front at zero hour. 

7. Advanced brigade headquarters will be established one 
hour before zero at S.13.d.7.4. 

Brigade signal officer, in conjunction with — — brigade, 
R. F. A., will arrange for direct communication between raid 
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(Lieut. Col. ) headquarters and O. C. brigade, R. F. A., 

also between advanced brigade headquarters and raid head- 
quarters. 

8. Watches will be synchronized with brigade headquarters 
at 10 p. in. on night of 12th-13th and again at one hour before 
zero. 

9. Acknowledge. 

T * " ? 

Captain, Brigade Major, Infantry Brigade. 

10-2-1917. 

To — 

— — infantry. 

Infantry. 

infantry. 

infantry. 

Lieut. Col. , battn. 

— — field company, C. E. 

L. T. M. battery. 

— — M. G. battery. 

— — brigade, R. F. A. 

brigade, R. F. A. 

field ambulance. 

field ambulance. 

company, pioneer battn. 

infantry brigade. 

— — infantry brigade. 

infantry brigade. 

division. 

A. P. M. division. 

— — squadron, R. F. C. 

— — H. A. group. 

Divisional T. M. officer. 

heavy artillery. 

tunnelling company, R. E. 

Staff captain “ Q.” 

Staff captain “ I.” 

Brigade signalling officer. 

Brigade transport officer. 

Brigade bombing officer. 

War diary. 

— — H. A. corps. 
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ORDER NO. , 

By Lieut. Col. , O. C., R. parties. 

1. Intention . — Raidiug parties composed of one complete 

company from each battalion in the Canadian infantry 

brigade 'will enter and raid enemy trench system between right 
lip of IRISH CRATER and S.9.a.l6.77, for the purpose of de- 
stroying enemy works and emplacements in the trench system 
behind, obtaining prisoners and identifications, and inflicting 
casualties. 

Raiding party will penetrate as far as QUARRY in S.9.a.70.50, 
in order to destroy suspected minnenwerfer emplacements in 
that. area. 

2. Artillery. — The — — brigade, R. F. A., assisted by covering 

artillery on right and left, will carry out progressive barrage 
fire as follows : » . 

Zero to zero plus 4 minutes: Enemy front line from S.9.C.15.55 
to S.9.C.16.05. 

Zero plus 4 to zero plus 7 minutes: Barrage on line S.9.C.15.55 
to S.9.a.40.90. This barrage line will be known as first objective. 

Zero plus 7 to zero plus 11 minutes: Barrage on line S.9.C.80.5 
to S.9.a.57.75. This barrage line will be known as second objec- 
tive. - 

Zero plus 11 to zero plus 41 minutes: A box barrage will inclose 
quarry and trench system to be raided as per final barrage 
lines on map. 

3. Return barrage. — Zero plus 41 to zero plus 50 mimites : Bar- 
rage on second objective. 

Zero plus 50 to zero plus 60 minutes: Barrage on first objec- 
tive. 

Heavy artillery will engage targets beyond the objective, and 
in GIVENCHY. 

4. Brigade machine guns. — The , , and C. M. G. 

companies, assisted by guns from division, will cover, area 

to right, left, and beyond infantry task, from zero to zero plus 
60 minutes, slackening at . zero plus 60 minutes, but continuing 
throughout night at intervals. 

5. Light trench mortars. — The and — — C. L. T. M. bat- 
teries, assisted by guns from division batteries, will fire 

as follows: 

Zero to zero, plus 4 minutes: Barrage on enemy front line. 
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Zero to zero, plus 50 minutes: Continuous blocking fire on 
enemy front-line trench to right and left of raid area. 

6. battalion. — The raiding party of the battalion, 

under Capt. , will be divided as follows : Point, 2 sections ; 

right flanking party, 1 platoon ; assaulting party, 2 platoons, less 
2 sections ; support and passing party, 2 sections. 

The point will move direct to second objective, covering the 
approach of remaining parties, and remaining there until as- 
saulting party is clear of QUARRY area. 

The right flanking party will move abreast and on right of 
assaulting party, blocking all trench outlets to the right and 
establishing defensive screen along right boundary of task be- 
tween first and second objectives. This party will especially 
search for suspected minnenwerfer near S.9.a.3.2. 

The assaulting party will move on left of right flanking party 
and abreast of it. On reaching second objective this party will 
pass through the point and mop up trench system to right of 
QUARRY, blocking all trenches leading to right and those be- 
yond QUARRY, inside barrage. This party will keep touch 
with battalion parties throughout. 

7. battalion. — The battalion raiding company, un- 
der Lieut. , will move all four platoons abreast as far as 

first objective. From first to second objective the left platoon 
will form a defensive screen facing left, placing Lewis guns to 
fire in that direction and check movement from the left. Re- 
maining platoons will combine and enter QUARRY after pass- 
ing through second objective. 

QUARRY will be thoroughly mopped up, making search for 
minnenwerfers. Special search must be made for company 
headquarters, and if found, papers must be secured. 

7a. Combined action of and battalions. — The 

and battalions will raid enemy front line in their ureas as 

soon as first barrage lifts, and will push forward, leaving 

battalion to mop up. 

They will also rush first objective together, supported by 

battalion. 

Oh arrival at second objective, all mopping up will be done 
exclusively by and — — battalions. 

8. battalion— The battalion raid party, under Lieut. 

, will follow the and battalions. The platoons 

will pass over enemy front line and form defensive screen along 
left boundary from front line to first objective, placing Lewis 
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guns to fire to left. The remaining platoons, after leaving men 

to mop up front line, will follow and , taking over 

and holding the enemy trench at first objective. 

Touch must be maintained with on right. 

9. - — — battalion. — The battalion raiding party, under 

Gapt. , will move out as follows : 

(a) Two platoons will enter enemy front line to right of 
IRISH CRATER, one at S.9.C.15.50, one at S.9.C.0.8, and will 
bomb northward, detailing section for each C.T., and gaining 
touch with remainder of raiding company. 

(&) Two platoons will enter, enemy line immediately to left 
of FOOTBALL CRATER and will bomb southward along C.T.’s. 
and front line, gaining touch with remainder of R. company 
coming from south. 

The battalion will establish defensive screen from 

S.9.C.15.60 to S.9.b.20.17. 

10. Return. — A signal will be given by officer of bat- 

talion in charge of QUARRY party as soon as work there is 
completed. On this signal being given the most forward par- 
ties of the — — and battalions will return. Each post in 

right and left defensive screen remaining until QUARRY parties 
have passed. 

The party holding second objective will not withdraw till 
QUARRY parties are through. 

The battalion and will maintain their defensive 

position until and battalion parties have - passed 

through. In case of return signal failing, all QUARRY parties 
will commence return by zero plus 35. 

11. Assembly posts. — The battalion will rendezvous at 

foot of COBURG AVENUE and will move from this point at 
zero minus 1 hour and 20 minutes, using COBURG AVENUE, 
SUCHEZ, and CHALK TRENCHES, to assembly points in 
front line opposite entry points. 

The battalion will rendezvous at foot of COBURG 

AVENUE, leaving this point at zero minus 1 hour and 30 
minutes and using HOLLOWAY TRENCH to assembly posi- 
tion in front line on left of FOOTBALL CRATER. 

The battalion will rendezvous at KINGS CROSS, leav- 

ing that point at zero minus 1 hour and 15 minutes, using 
HOLLOWAY and PELLETIER AVENUES, and moving to 
assembly points in front line. ' 
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The battalion will rendezvous at KINGS CROSS, leav- 

ing that point at zero minus 1 hour and 15 minutes, using 
HOLLOWAY and PELLETIER to their assembly points in 
rear of — — battalion in front line. 

12. Rallying points. , , and R, parties will rally 

in the QUARRIES in left battalion area. — — battalion will 
rally at foot of COBURG. 

13. Time. — Watches will be set at midnight and zero minus 
1 hour. 

14. Equipment.— For details of equipment see separate ad- 
ministrative order, supplement to Order No. . 

15. Position of O. C. R. parties. — O. C. R. parties will estab- 
lish headquarters in mine shaft at S.8.b.8.1. 



Lieut. Col., Commanding R. Parties. 

Issued at 7 p. m., 12-2-1917. 

infantry brigade. 

Lieut. Col. — — . 

O. C. R. P. battalion. 

O. C. R. P. battalion. 

O. C. R. P. — — battalion. 

O. C. R. P. battalion. 



Secret. 

LINES OF COMMUNICATION. 

1. In order to insure that communication is maintained 
throughout for forthcoming operations and that honors may be 
equally divided between battalion and brigade signal sections, 
the following arrangement is to be carried out : 

2. Section “ A .” — Sergt. , battalion, to be in charge 

of line from AA 10 to AA 29, and will be assisted by two line- 
men from brigade, two linemen from battalion. Sergt. 

also to make arrangements to run a line from report center to 
enemy trench, taking line around the left to a distance of about 
25 yards. 

3. Section “ B.” — Lieut. , battalion, to be in charge of 

line from AA 12 to report center and in event of all lines going 
down, to man visual station, the following being detailed to 
assist : Two linemen from brigade, two linemen from bat- 
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talion. Lieut. to make arrangements to run a line from 

report center to enemy trench, taking line around the right to 
a distance of about 25 yards. 

4. Section “ C.” — Lieut. , battalion, to be in charge of 

lines from AA 10 to report center, and the following being de- 
tailed to assist: Two linemen from brigade; two linemen from 
battalion. ' 

5. Section “ D.” — Lieut. to be in charge of lines to AA 10 

and brigade visual station, and will be assisted by two linemen 
from brigade ; two linemen from battalion. 

6. The linemen detailed to assist the various sections to report 
at once and thoroughly learn routes of lines. 

7. Twin D3 wire on small reels will be available at brigade 
headquarters for lines from report center to enemy trenches 
if required. 

8. All phones must be manned by the very best operators. 

9. Direct line to G.O.C. from O.C. raid. — First line, AA 10 to 
AA 12 (direct) ; second line, AA 10 to AA 12 (via AA 3, new 
line) ; third line, AA 10 to AA 12 (visual line). 

Artillery line. — Second line to be handed over to artillery for 
their use during operations, every assistance possible to be given 
them. 

Emergency line. — In event of all above lines being cut, reports 
to be sent either to AA 6 or AA 1, and phoned to AA 10, via AA 9 
and AA 17. Lines from AA 12 to report center to be used in 
numerical order. 

10. Visual. — If necessary to use visual, the visual station 
from report center to brigade visual station to be used for infan- 
try and station manned by — ‘ — battalion HOLLOWAY to AA 10 
to be used for artillery. 

Divisional lines. — First line, new air line (visual) ; second line, 
old speaking circuit. 

All lines to be tested every 10 minutes, commencing one hour 
before zero hour, great care being taken to avoid any indica- 
tion of increased activity. O. K. reports to AA 10. 

11. O.C. brigade signals will see that above instructions 

are carried out and every precaution taken to insure good 
communication. 



Major and Adjutant for 0. C. R. Parties. 
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11-2-1917. 

Infantry. 

— - infantry. 

infantry. 

infantry. 

infantry brigade. 

infantry brigade signals. 



H. Q. Field Company, C. E., 

February 13, 1917. 

To H. Q. C. I. B.: 

Report of C. I. B. raid of the 12th-13th instant as from 

information gathered from sappers and pioneers participating: 

Bangalor torpedo party, Lieut. , C. E. Off: i/e. — The 

party carried and placed four torpedoes at intervals of 8 yards. 
They were able to examine German wire and place them where 
obstacles were thickest. All torpedoes exploded simultaneously 
and absolutely cleaned the wire for about 40 yards. 

battalion. — The participation of sappers and pioneers in 

this party was unsuccessful. Only one German dugout was de- 
stroyed. No minnenwerfers were found. 

battalion. — The participation with this battalion was 

successful; two, unfortunately, were early casualties. The re- 
mainder of the party used their mobile charges in destroying 
two German dugouts in the supposed vicinity of the PIMPLE. 
They also accounted for one German officer. 

battalion. — Participation here was completely successful. 

Sniper’s post, one machine gun emplacement without gun, five 
deep dugouts, and two mine shafts are known to have been 
accounted for by mobile charges. All dugouts were occupied, 
but no estimate can be made of number killed. No damage was 
done in support line by sappers and pioneers participating with 

the battalion. Chief damage was in vicinity of 9.a.l.l, 

where the mine shafts- were found. 

battalion.— The participation was completely successful. 

All sappers and pioneers reached 9.a. central (about) and in 
trenches around this position destroyed eight deep dugouts, all 
occupied. Two sappers and one pioneer entered QUARRIES 
where a number of German dead were seen. These quarries 
were reported as being quite shallow. One sapper states he 
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saw no evidence of battalion H. Q. and only one dugout in 
quarries was, to his knowledge, blown up. 

Tram line 9.a.4.6 had been destroyed by our shell fire ; pieces 
Of rail were seen standing up on end. One sapper affirms posi- 
tively that ammunition dump and tram line was hit and de- 
stroyed by one of our shells. 

This would appear reliable information by the reports on 
conditions there. 

General.— Barrage reported ideal, wire presented no serious, 
obstacle anywhere. The German front line generally is in good 
condition, well bathmatted, and in rear of craters revetted by 
sandbags from mine heads above referred to. Support line in 
supposed vicinity of PIMPLE is practically nonexistent. Other 
trenches, C.T.’s, defense positions, etc., in vicinity of QUARRIES 
are in good condition. 

Practical results of preliminary training. — Practically all sap- 
pers and pioneers participating stated that they knew where 
they were all the time as a result of the preliminary practice. 
It is a peculiar fact that none of them were able to recognize 
any distinctive position of the PIMPLE. 

Mobile charges. — Every 'mobile charge used is known to have 
exploded with good effect ; 20-pound charge used in a spare stair- 
way 20 feet in depth caused the whole covering to fall in. 

Casualties. — One officer and two sappers from field com- 
pany, four pioneers from the battalion, wounded. One sap- 
per missing from field company and one from bat- 

talion. 

, Major, C. E., 

t 0. C., Field Company, C. E. 



Secret. 

OPERATION ORDER NO. S. . 

By Lieut. Col. , R. F. A., O. C., brigade, R. F. A. 

February 9, 1917 

Reference map, VIMY 86 C., S. W. 3. 1/10,000. 

i. Canadian infantry brigade will raid enemy’s trenches. 

Date and zero hour will be specified hereafter. They will enter 
enemy’s 1 trenches in four parties, 200 strong each. 
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battalion will cross German line at two points — one 

near IRISH CRATER, and the other near FOOTBALL 
CRATER, will endeavor to work round the block of trenches 
behind the craters, surrounding and dealing with the enemy 
thus inclosed. 

battalion will enter near FOOTBALL CRATER, advance 

east and raid the QUART S.9.a.6.6 and trenches in the vicinity 
and on the way. 

battalion will enter at points between S.9.a.i.3i and 

S.9.a.li.7£ and will deal with all the enemy between these points 
and S.9.a.lf.3J and S.9.a.3i.6i 

battalion will enter at approximately the same points 

as battalion, passing through them and advancing east to 

the QUARRY which they will raid in company with bat- 

talion. 

Barrage schedule shows how barrage incloses and protects 
the parties; the times of lifts show the advance and return of 
infantry. 

2. Action of artillery as specified in schedule attached. 

3. O. C., battery will supply L. O. at CABARET 

ROUGE; O. C., D.18 will supply L. O. at left battalion H. Q., 
the latter during the night only. L. O.’s will insure that com- 
munications — both telephonic and visual — are in perfect order. 
Numerous lines are being laid across the ZOUAYE Valley by 
the infantry. L. O.’s should thoroughly acquaint themselves 

with orders and schedule, making copies for themselves. 

battery will provide an L. O. to be with Col. . 

For O. C. brigade, R. F. A. 



Copies to — 

B. M., R. A. 

O. C., brigade, R. F. A. 

O. C., battery, R. F. A. 

O. C., battery, R. F. A. 

O. C., — — battery, R. F. A. 
O. C., heavies. 
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FULL REPORT ON RAID CARRIED OUT BY INFAN - 

TRY BRIGADE NIGHT OF FEBRUARY 12-13, 1917. 

. Raiding parties commenced movement from their rendezvous 
points to assembly positions at zero minus 1 hour and 30 min- 
utes. Assembly was completed at zero minus 8 minutes. All 
parties were massed along our front line trenches and behind 
parados opposite exits through our wire. 

Especial credit is due to all ranks for good discipline during 
assembly, which was carried out in complete silence. 

At zero our artillery opened barrage on enemy front lines. 
Parties moved immediately and were well clear of our wire 
before barrage lifted, forward parties being in position close to 
enemy wire. Numerous gaps were found in enemy wire giving 
entrance to raiding parties. Jumping off was well carried out 
without casualties. 

battalion.- — The battalion moved over enemy front- 
line trench and proceeded to establish defensive flank on left 
boundary of raid area as directed. Determined resistance was 
met with at the TRIANGLE, which was found to be a strong 
point, organized with a series of deep dugouts built into a trench 
12 feet deep. This area was dealt with by bombers using “ P ” 
bombs, and resistance overcome. A large number of these bombs 
were, used on the dugouts in the TRIANGLE, forcing the occu- 
pants out. These were mostly blinded by phosphorous fumes. 
Several prisoners were taken in this area, but a great many were 
killed during the fighting. Defensive flank was well established 
by this unit, and two platoons sent forward to support attack 
on first objective. 

Known casualties : Lieuts. and wounded ; 1 other 

rank killed, 1 other rank died of wounds, 32 other ranks 
wounded, 1 other rank missing. 

- — - battalion. — The — battalion moved out close under 
first barrage, crossing enemy front line rapidly. Beyond enemy 

front line Lieut was killed and Lieuts. - — — and< were 

wounded together with several of the N. C. O.’s. in charge of 
sections. This caused temporary disorganization. Great credit 
is due to Lieut. — — of — — battalion, who, seeing the situation, 
pushed forward and rallied the — battalion left parties in a 
most gallant manner, sending them forward. 

Parties led by Lieut. passed first objective and reached 

second objective. Lieut. , with small party, entered the 

QUARRY, accompanied by scout of 1 battalion. Sappers 
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also accompanied this party. Several dugouts were located and 
mobile charges placed with good effect. Lieut. — — was severely 
wounded during withdrawal of parties. 

Casualties: Killed, 1 officer, 1 other rank; wounded, 3 offi- 
cers, 32 other ranks ; missing, believed killed, 12 other ranks. 

battalion. — The battalion raiding party passed 

enemy front line in formation as arranged, close under barrage, 
moving forward in good order. Direction was most difficult to 
maintain, and delay was caused on this account. Defensive 
flank to right was established by right flanking party under 

Lieut. , as directed, no minenwerfer emplacement being 

found in that area. During advance to second objective, Lieut. 

• , who was in charge of battalion point, was severely 

wounded. Lieut. reorganized the parties and pushed on 

beyond second objective, carrying out the task in area to right/ 
of QUARRY, as directed. A number of dugouts were, effec- 
tively bombed by Lieut. ’s party in the trench system near 

the quarries. Six rounds of minenwerfer ammunition were 
found in second C. T. leading to right beyond second objective. 
Casualties were inflicted in this area and prisoners obtained 
passed back. 

Touch was maintained as far as possible with battalion 

throughout. 

Capt. , O. C., battalion raiding party, maintained 

control of the situation throughout and supervised movement and 
work of parties. 

Casualties : Killed, 3 other ranks ; wounded seriously, 1 offi- 
cer ; wounded, 16 other ranks ; missing, believed killed, 3 other 
ranks. 

battalion. — The — — battalion entered the enemy front 

line to right and left of crater group. The two platoons enter- 
ing to right of IRISH CRATER moved north along parallel 
trench lines, mopping up systematically, and securing prisoners, 
also obtaining touch with platoon from north side of craters. 

Lieuts. and commanded these two platoons and 

maintained most efficient control throughout. 

Two platoons entered to left of FOOTBALL CRATER, leav- 
ing posts to connect with battalion, and working south- 

ward along parallel trench lines. These two platoons were led 
by Lieuts. and , and showed great enterprise in clear- 

ing up and obtaining touch with platoons from the south crater 
group. 
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A good number of prisoners were obtained uniformly by these 
parties, and area behind craters was effectively cleared np. 

A party from tunneling company, composed of officers 

and several sappers, accompanied the battalion raiding 

party. The trench line behind craters was thoroughly searched, 
three mine shafts being located. These were thoroughly de- 
stroyed by the use of mobile charges. A number of dugouts in 
this area were also destroyed by sapper parties; most of these 
dugouts contained a number of enemy, who refused to come out. 
“ P ” bombs were freely used,, setting fire to woodwork. 

Very great credit is due to Capt. and all platoon com- 

manders of the — — — battalion for the most efficient manner in 
which they carried out the exact task allotted to them. 

Casualties : Killed, 1 other rank ; died of wounds, 1 other 
rank ; wounded, 20 other ranks. 

field company C. E . — In addition to the excellent work 

done by the sappers attached to the raiding companies in de- 
stroying dugouts throughout the area, a special party, drawn 

from the field company, C. E., and pioneer battalion, 

under the command of Lieut. , C. E., was detailed to destroy 

wire on enemy front-line trench. 

For this purpose, 4 bangalore torpedoes were used at inter- 
vals of 8 yards. All torpedoes exploded simultaneously, and 
entirely removed wire oh a frontage of 40 yards. Special re- 
port by O. C., field company, is attached herewith. 

Casualties: Wounded, 1 officer and 2 sappers; missing, 1 
sapper. 

Special party pioneer battalion. — Capt. , pio- 

neer battalion, and six other ranks of this unit, took up position 
inside enemy front line, about center of raid area. Excellent 
work was done by this officer in maintaining communication, 
passing prisoners and casualties, and controlling return of 
parties. 

Casualties: Wounded, 4 other ranks; missing, 1 other rank. 

Withdrawal . — At approximately zero plus 38 minutes, with- 
drawal commenced from QUARRY area, and was continued in 
fair order. Parties were under cover at rallying points, as 
directed, by zero plus 1 hour and 10 minutes. 

Communication . — Owing to short duration of raid, communi- 
cation throughout was not possible. A telephone station was, 
however, established by — — battalion beyond enemy front lino 
at point of entry under the charge of Lance Corp. , — — 
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battalion. This N. C. O. gave clear and valuable information 
regarding progress of parties until general withdrawal, although 
wounded at this work. . 

Artillery. — The success of the whole enterprise was very 
largely due to the excellent timing and effective barrage work 
of the covering artillery, 

Enemy retalliation was of short duration and by no means in- 
tense, due no doubt to good counter-battery fire of artillery, 

also to diversion created by the artillery of the Canadian 

infantry brigade. 

TRENCH SYSTEM — CONDITION OF ENEMY TRENCHES AND WORKS IN 
RAID AREA. 

(1) battalion area. — Enemy front line to right and left of 

TRIANGLE post was severely damaged by our shell fire. In the 
vicinity of the post the trench was approximately 12 feet deep, 
containing well-constructed and very deep dugouts, all of which 
were apparently joined. A dressing station was found in this 
area. 

( 2 ) battalion area— The party entering QUARRY found 

area inside very much cut up by our shell fire.; trench railway 
track destroyed and trenches in the vicinity almost obliterated. 
Two dugouts Were located in this area and dealt with. 

From information brought back, it would appear that an am- 
munition dump was blown up by our shell fire in this area dur- 
ing the raid. 

(3) - — — battalion area.— Support lihe in — * — battalion area 

was much damaged by our shell fire. It contained two large 
dugouts in parapet, which were dealt with. ' - - . ^ 

The trench system entered by the — battalion to right of 
QUARRY had a large number of dugouts, all of which were 
bombed. The trenches are wide and deep, but badly broken up 
by shell fire. Planks were used as trench mats. 

(4) v; battalion area. — The lateral trench behind craters 
Was found to be in excellent condition, deep and wide, well re- 
vetted and bathmatted ; trench system in rear of craters being 
generally in excellent condition. 

SPECIAL NOTES. 

It was found that, with the large number and diverse char- 
acter of parties used, maintenance of proper direction and touch 
was most difficult, mainly owing to smoke and darkness. 
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One and one-half inch Very lights, which were fired at inter- 
vals from points in our front line during the withdrawal, were 
found to be of great value to parties returning. 

Most determined resistance was invariably met with in the 
case of all parties of enemy encountered, and this tended ma- 
terially to reduce the number of prisoners brought in. It was 
found that the use of “ P ” bombs on dugouts was most effective, 
generally setting fire to wooden structure. 

Reference should be made to the enormous amount of damage 
done through the raid area by our previous artillery bombard- 
ments. It was specially noted that no machine guns were heard 
or seen anywhere in immediate raid area, one gun only being 
in action to left of area. 

Under the difficult conditions prevailing, all ranks taking part 
in the raid showed great initiative and dash. The action of the 
— - battalion party in taking on the carrying of the strong 
point at the TRIANGLE contributed largely to the success of 
the enterprise. 

SUMMARY or RESULTS. 

Prisoners. — Fifty-two prisoners were captured in all, belong- 
ing to — — Bavarian R. I. R. These included one officer and 
three N. C. O.’s. Prisoners were of exceptionally good physique 
and appeared generally very intelligent. Amongst the number 
were two men who formed part of a minenwerfer crew. Cot- 
ton underclothing was worn by all ranks captured. 

Estimated enemy casualties . — Total enemy casualties are esti- 
mated at 160. Three cases are verified of officers being killed 
during the fighting and several N. C. O.’s. This does not include 
a large number of enemy dead found in the trenches, especially 
in trenches behind crater group. Officers of — — battalion 
state that during the first part of the advance men were con- 
tinually walking over bodies of Germans in the trench. 

Dugouts bombed and destroyed. — Forty-one dugouts were de- 
stroyed, 16 of these being very large ones which were demolished 
by sapper parties, the remainder being dealt with by the use of 
“ P ” bombs. Sniper’s post and one machine-gun emplacement 
were destroyed by sapper in battalion area. 

Two mineshafts were blown up by sapper party, and three 
more by party of — tunneling company, all these jn area be- 
hind crater group, 




In the TRIANGLE entered by the battalion, dugouts 

were connected by galleries. This whole system was treated 
with phosphorous bombs. 

Damage to trenches . — With the exception of the trenches im- 
mediately behind crater group, the damage caused by our artil- 
lery fire was enormous. Almost all the trenches in the area 
were very badly torn by our artillery fire. 

The area inside the QUARRY was a mass of shellholes, and 
the railway entering the QUARRY entirely destroyed ; .sections 
of rails seen to have been thrown some distance by our shells. 

Our casualties : 





Officers. 


Other 

ranks. 


Killed 


1 


7 




1 


2 




7 


126 






18 






Total 1 


9 


153 







Lieut. Col., Commanding R. Parties. 



13 - 2 - 1917 . 
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Te fix the position of a 
point •within a square the de- 
cimal system is used, as de* 
scribed on the 1(20,000 and 
1(40,000 maps, •whereby the 
square sides are considered to 
be divided into ten pa rts. f As 
an aid to measurement , two 
sides of each 500 yard square 
on these maps are divided into 
ten by small ticks). This 
system indicates the position of 
a point app roximately. By a 
simple extension it may be 
used to fix a point more accu- 
rately, by considering the sides 
as divided into 100 parts, and 
using four figures. 

The following rules must be 
observed : - 

(!) Use the figureO, but never 
10 or 100. 

(2) Use either two or four 
figures, neve rone or three. 

(3) When using two figures, 
describe a point by the 
nearest intersection. 

Examples:- 
Two figures. — 

Point A is 08. 

“ B “30. 

“ C “64. 
ftur figures t—. 

Point C is 6242. 
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